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An illuminating collection of work by members of the Religious Society of Friends.   Covering nearly

three centuries of religious development, this comprehensive anthology brings together writings

from prominent Friends that illustrate the development of Quakerism, show the nature of Quaker

spiritual life, discuss Quaker contributions to European and American civilization, and introduce the

diverse community of Friends, some of whom are little remembered even among Quakers today. It

gives a balanced overview of Quaker history, spanning the globe from its origins to missionary work,

and explores daily life, beliefs, perspectives, movements within the community, and activism

throughout the world. It is an exceptional contribution to contemporary understanding of religious

thought.For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in

the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700Â titles, Penguin Classics represents a global

bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust

theÂ series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished

scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-dateÂ translations by award-winning

translators.
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Thomas D. Hamm (is professor of history and archivist/curator of the Friends collection at Earlham

College. He is the author of numerous works on Quaker history, the most recent of which, The



Quakers in America, was published in 2003.

I have been a member of the Society of Friends for over 25 years and have read many Quaker

writings. Thomas Hamm has crafted a concise, accessible condensation of some foundational

works that I have found challenging without being too dense to digest. The author of "Quakers in

America", Hamm has gleaned enough essential flesh from writings by Fox and others to enlighten

and inform reader while respecting brevity and simplicity. The e-book, by the way, is a very

convenient medium for quick reference.

I have enjoyed reading this book and am studying it in a Sunday School class.

I had it mailed to someone per their request, so I don't know anything about this book. Sorry can't

say whether I recommend it or not.
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